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SPECIAL INDEX TO NUMBERED RECORDS IN THE
WAR DEPARTMENT COLLECTION OF
REVOLUTIONARY WAR RECORDS

1775-1783

On the 39 rolls of this microfilm publication is repro-
duced an alphabetically arranged card index, called the "Special
Index," to, names of persons that appear in three series con-
taining numbered record books and numbered unbound documents
relating to the Revolutionary War period. Most of the records
were created between 1775 and 1783, but included are some rec-
ords of a later date. The numbered records that are indexed
pertain mainly to military operations, service of individuals,
procurement and distribution of supplies, and .pay and settle-
ment of accounts of officers and men. The Special Index and
the numbered records are among the War Department Collection
of Revolutionary War Records, Record Group 93.

The War Department Collection
of

Revolutionary War Records^

An act of August 7, 1789 (l Stat. 49), established a Depart-
ment of War in the Federal Government. The act provided that
the Secretary of War should have custody of all records in the
office of the Secretary at War, the head of the former Depart-
ment of War established by the Continental Congress in 1781.
Most of these records were destroyed on November 8, 1800, by a
fire that swept through the building occupied by the Secretary
of War. Further losses occurred in August 1814 when British
troops entered Washington and burned Government buildings. The
War Department's Revolutionary War records were in a fireproof
room and were not injured by the flames, but some were destroyed
or carried away by persons who entered the room after the fire.
As a result of these events there were, until 1873, few records
of the Revolutionary War in War Department custody.

In 1873 Secretary of War William Belknap purchased a pri-
vate collection of Revolutionary War records for the Department
from Prof. Charles Joy of Columbia University in New York. The
purchased items consisted mainly of records associated with the
activities of Timothy Pickering,'Quartermaster General from
1780 to 1785, and of Samuel Hodgdon, the Commissary General of
Military Stores, during the latter part of the war. Secretary
Belknap also made smaller purchases of Revolutionary War records
from other persons. In 1888, however, the War Department^
Revolutionary War records were transferred to the State Depart-
ment to be used in connection with a proposal to publish the
archives of the Government for the Revolutionary War period.

By War Department orders of July 3 and July 16, 1889, a



Record and Pension Division was established in the War Department
to take custody of the military records of volunteer soldiers and
to transact the pension and other business of the Department re-
lated to those records. By an act of May 9, 1892 (2? Stat. 2?),
the Division became a separate bureau of the Department and was
designated as the Record and Pension Office. Col. Fred C. Ains-
worth became Chief of the Office, and at his instigation Congress
passed acts on July 2?, 1892 (2? Stat. 2?5), and August 18, 1894
(28 Stat. 403), that directed the other executive departments of
the Federal Government to transfer military records of the Rev-
olutionary War in their possession to the War Department. As a
result, the records that the War Department had sent to the State
Department in 1888 were returned, and they were accompanied by
additional records consisting of personnel returns, oaths of al-
legiance, and other military records from the George Washington
Papers in the State Department. Revolutionary War military rec-
ords were also received from the Pension Bureau of the Interior
Department and from the Treasury Department's Office of the Au-
ditor for the Interior Department. The transfer of records was
accomplished by several separate transactions between 1894 and
1913.

Two additional accessions of importance early in the 20th
century substantially completed the War Department Collection of
Revolutionary War Records. In 1909 additional records pertaining
mainly to the activities of the Quartermaster General's Depart-
ment were received from Henry G. Pickering, the great-grandson
of Q.M. Gen. Timothy Pickering. In 1914 and 1915 Revolutionary
War records in the possession of private persons and governmen-
tal and private institutions in Massachusetts, North Carolina,
and Virginia were photographed by the War Department under au-
thority of an act of March 2, 1913 (37 Stat. 723), to supplement
its original records for the period.

Series of Records Indexed by the
Special Index

Although the War Department Collection of Revolutionary War
Records consists of a number of series of related records, only
three of these series are indexed in whole or in part by the
Special Index.

One of the three series is a file of "miscellaneous" num-
bered records also referred to collectively as the "Manuscript
File." When the Record and Pension Office created compiled mil-
itary service records for individual Revolutionary War service-
men by abstracting information from such records as muster rolls,
payrolls, personnel returns, guard reports, and other lists of
personnel of particular organizations, it placed the muster
rolls and related personnel records in a file arranged by mili-
tary organizations. Unbound records that were not abstracted
in the creation of compiled military service records—including



letters, pay receipts, enlistment papers, supply returns, com-
missions, and orders—were numbered and placed in the Manuscript
File, which contains about 35,500 items indexed in the Special
Index.

The second series consists of the photographic copies made
by the War Department in 1914 and 1915 of State records from
Massachusetts, North Carolina, and Virginia. The records that
were photographed were primarily letters and reports sent and
received by State boards of war, Governors, and military offi-
cers; minutes of boards of war and other boards; prize vessel
accounts; rolls and returns; court records; and receipts for
money and supplies. Numbers 35501 to 49983 °? the Manuscript
File were reserved for these photographic copies. According to
plan, the Virginia records, with a few exceptions, were numbered
from 35501 to 42049; only a few of the Massachusetts records
were numbered (42050-42132), and none of the North Carolina rec-
ords were numbered. Only those records numbered from the 35000*s
to the 37000fs seem to be indexed in the Special Index.

The third series is composed of 199 record books that were
numbered and bound in uniform bindings by the War Department.
Most of the record books were received from the State, Interior,
and Treasury Departments between 1894 and 1913 in accordance
with the acts of 1892 and 1894, which directed the transfer of
Revolutionary War military records to the War Department. Vol-
umes 179'-192 were received in 1909 from Henry G. Pickering.
About a third of the volumes in this series are orderly books.
The remainder consist chiefly of lists of officers and men of
various military organizations; volumes containing commissions,
oaths of allegiance, and oaths of office; receipt books, account
books, letter books, and other records of the activities of the
Quartermaster General's Department and of the Commissary General
of Military Stores Department; and records of pay and settlement
of accounts of the Paymaster General's Department. Not all the
199 numbered record books are indexed in the Special Index: vol-
umes 91 and 113 do not contain names of persons; volume 100 con-
tains names that are duplicated in volume 144; and volume 163
contains only names of British soldiers. Volumes 1-11, 136 1/2,
139. 142, 143, 145, 147 1/2, 170-173, 175, and 176 also were not
indexed because the information they contain about persons was
abstracted in the preparation of compiled military service
records.

Origin, Content, and Arrangement of the
Special Index

The Special Index was created by the Record and Pension
Office of the War Department to index names of persons appearing
in some of the Revolutionary War records that were in its cus-
tody and that were not abstracted in the preparation of compiled
service records. Specifically, it indexes all or some of the



names in the three series of records described above: the Manu-
script File, the photographic copies of State records, and the
199 numbered record books.

The entries in the Special Index mainly include names of
U.S. military personnel, Government officials and private per-
sons, and some names of U.S. naval personnel, French and German
officers, and British prisoners of war. A complete index card
for a U.S. officer or enlisted man may include his given name
and surname, the name of the State and organization to which he
belonged, his rank, the number of the book or unbound record in
which his name appears, the page number if the record consists
of more than one page, and sometimes information describing the
record. A complete index card for a civilian will usually show
occupation in place of rank and show State, or local residence in
place of organization. Many index cards, however, lack one or
more of these items of information, depending on the complete-
ness of the indexed record. Some cards contain only a surname
and a number. In a few instances, the carbon copy of a War De-
partment letter written in answer to an inquiry about a person
whose name is entered in the Special Index has been filed with
the index card. A single index card may list many numbered rec-
ords in which the name of a person appears. For some persons,
several index cards were required to list all the numbered rec-
ords containing references to their names.

A significant and frequent departure from strict alphabeti-
cal arrangement of cards in the Special Index occurs in most
cases of surnames that are pronounced the same or similarly but
differ in spelling. Cards for such names are generally filed
together under the most common spelling of the surname and ar-
ranged thereunder by given name. Thus index cards for persons
named "Kain" are filed with those for persons named "Cain," and
cards for persons named "Rodgers" are filed under "Rogers."
Cross-reference cards are filed under "Kain" and "Rodgers" in
the index to direct searchers to the proper index location. As
another example, index cards for Andrew Snyder, Charles Shnyder,
Christian Schneider, and Christopher Snider are all filed in the
"Snyder" section of the index, in alphabetical order according
to the given names, with cross-reference cards in the "Shnyder,"
"Schneider," and "Snider" sections of the index directing re-
searchers 'to "See Snyder."

Index cards for persons with surnames such as St. Clair
and St. John are filed in the "St." section of the index. In-
dex cards for surnames beginning with "Mac" (such as Macbride)
may be filed as if the name were spelled "Me" (McBride), and
cards for surnames beginning with "Me" (such as McKay) may be
filed as if the name were spelled "Mac" (Mackay). In such cases,
cross-reference cards direct the researcher to the proper index
location. Index cards for persoas identified in records by
only their given names are filed under the given names. A few



index cards for illegible or incomplete names are filed as mis-
cellaneous at the end of the Special Index.

Related Records

In addition to the Special Index and the three record se-
ries it indexes, Record Group 93 also contains the compiled mil-
itary service records of Revolutionary War servicemen; indexes
to the compiled records, including two of them reproduced on
microfilm as follows: General Index to Compiled Military Serv-
ice Records of Revolutionary War Soldiers (T515) and Index to
Compiled Service Records of Volunteer Soldiers Who Served During
the Revolutionary War in Organizations From the State of North
Carolina (M257); the file of muster rolls and other personnel
records that were abstracted to create the compiled records and
that are available on microfilm as Revolutionary War Rolls, 1775-
1783 (M246); and about 50 unnumbered record books that also per-
tain to military operations, service of individuals, procurement
and distribution of supplies, and pay and settlement of accounts
of officers and men.

Pension and bounty land warrant application files for Rev-
olutionary War servicemen are among Records of the Veterans Ad-
ministration, Record Group 15, and are reproduced as microfilm
publications (M804 and M805). In the same record group are let-
ter books, registers, and other administrative records of the
Pension Office and its successors relating to Revolutionary War
pension and bounty land warrant applications. Bounty land war-
rants are among Records of the Bureau of Land Management, Record
Group 49- Pension payment books and final payment vouchers are
among Records of the United States General Accounting Office,
Record Group 217. Correspondence of the Secretary of War and of
the Secretary of the Interior concerning their supervision of
pension and bounty land warrant matters is among Records of the
Office of the Secretary of War, Record Group 107, and among
Records of the Office of the Secretary of the Interior, Record
Group 48.

A small quantity of correspondence, ship's logs, and other
Revolutionary War naval records is in the Naval Records Collec-
tion of the Office of Naval Records and Library, Record Group 45-

Journals, correspondence, and related records of the Conti-
nental Congress are among Records of the Continental and Confed-
eration Congresses and the Constitutional Convention, Record
Group 360. These records are available on microfilm as Papers
of the Continental Congress, 1774-89 (M247) and Miscellaneous
Papers of the Continental Congress, 1774-89 (M332).

These introductory remarks were written by Howard H.
Wehmann.
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Roll Index Range

1 A
2 B - Bern
3 Ben - Bram
4 Bran - By
5 C - Ci
6 Cl - Con
7 Coo - Cy
8 D - Dh
9 Di - Dy
10 E
11 F - Fl
12 Fo - Fy
13 G - Gn
14 Go - Gy
15 H - Ha
16 He - Hop
17 Hor - Hy
18 I - J
19 K
20 L - Le
21 li - Ly
22 M - Maz
23 McA - Mc¥
24 Me - Mi
25 Mo - My
26 N - 0
27 P - Pf
28 Ph - Q
29 R - Ri
30 Ro - Ry
31 S - Sh
32 Si - Sr
33 St - Sy
34 T - Th
35 Ti - Tz
36 U - V
37 ¥ - ¥e
38 ¥h - ¥1
39 ¥o - Z

and
Miscellaneous

GSA DC 7 3 - 1 3 8 0 1


