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INDEX TO NATURALIZATION PETITIONS
OF THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK, 1865-1957

INTRODUCTION

On the 142 rolls of this microfilm publication
(M1164) is reproduced a card index to naturalization
petitions that were filed in the United States Dis-
trict Court for the Eastern District of New York
from 1865 to 1957. The index and the naturalization
petitions to which it pertains are part of the Re-
cords of the District Courts of the United States,
Record Group 21, and are in the custody of the Na-
tional Archives-Northeast Region.

Background

The naturalization process in what is now the
United States has been a concern of its inhabitants
since the 17th century. Although the legal author-
ity of colonial governments to confer on foreigners
the status of English subjects was questionable, the
need to attract newcomers prompted the colonies to
exercise this power almost from the beginnings of
settlement. Decisions made by the British during
the early 1700's helped standardize these diverse
procedures, and in 1740 Parliament established a
mechanism allowing the colonies to naturalize aliens
without having to obtain a special act in London.
The statute of 1740, however, failed to end disputes
over the jurisdiction and authority of colonial
governments, which continued to pass their own acts
until English officials in 1773 disallowed natural-
ization acts from Pennsylvania and New Jersey and,
through an order-in-council, instructed colonial
governors to cease assenting to such statutes. It
was this policy which prompted the charge in the
Declaration of Independence that George III had
endeavored to limit the population growth of the
United States by "obstructing the laws for the natu-
ralization of foreigners." With the adoption of the
Constitution, the problem of naturalization received
renewed attention. Article I, section 8, supplied a
basis for action by providing that "the Congress
shall have the Power. . . To establish a uniform
Rule of Naturalization. . ."



The first naturalization act, passed by Congress
on March 26, 1790 (1 Stat. 103.), provided that any
free white persons who had resided for at least two
years in the United States might be admitted to
citizenship on application to any common law court
in any State where they had resided for at least one
year. Citizenship was granted to those who satis-
fied the court that they were of good character and
who took an oath of allegiance to the Constitution.
Their children under age 21 also became citizens.

Five years later, feeling that it had set the
conditions for naturalization too low, Congress
repealed the 1790 act and passed another on January
29, 1795 (1 Stat. 414), providing that a free white
alien might be admitted to citizenship under certain
conditions. It required applicants to declare in
court their intention to become citizens of the
United States and to renounce any allegiance to a
foreign prince, potentate, State, or sovereignty
three years before admission as citizens. It in-
creased the period of residence required for citi-
zenship from two to five years. The act also re-
quired one year's residence in the State in which
the court was held and to which application was
made. Aliens who had "borne any hereditary title,
or been of any of the orders of nobility" were re-
quired to renounce that status. These actions could
be taken before the supreme, superior, district, or
circuit court of any State or of the territories
northwest or south of the Ohio River, or before a
circuit or district court of the United States. As
with the 1790 act, citizenship was automatically
granted to the children of those naturalized.

During the undeclared naval war with France
(1798-1800), Federalist leaders pushed through Con-
gress four Alien and Sedition Acts curbing freedom
of speech and of the press and curtailing the rights
of foreigners in the United States. One of the
statutes, approved June 18, 1798 (1 Stat. 566),
required the filing of a declaration of intention at
least 5 years before admission to citizenship, and
residence of 14 years in the United States and 5
years in the State or Territory where the court was
held. Reaction against the harshness of this law
finally became so strong that on April 14, 1802,
Congress supplanted it with a new naturalization law
(2 Stat. 153) reasserting the basic provisions of
the 1795 act. The act of 1802 specified that free
white aliens might be admitted to citizenship pro-
vided they: (a) declared their intention to become



citizens before a competent State, Territorial, or
Federal court at least three years before admission
to citizenship (b) took an oath of allegiance to the
United States (c) had resided at least five years in
the United States and at least one year within the
State or Territory where the court was held (d)
renounced allegiance to any foreign prince, poten-
tate, state, or sovereignty, and (e) satisfied the
court that they were of good moral character and
attached to the principles of the Constitution.

The act of 1802 was the last major piece of
legislation affecting the basic nature of admission
procedures until 1906. Revisions during this period
merely altered or clarified details of evidence and
certification. Substantive changes focused on the
essential matter of eligibility. An act of February
10, 1855, granted citizenship to alien wives of
citizens if they "might lawfully be naturalized
under the existing laws" (10 Stat. 604). With the
ratification of the Fourteenth Amendment to the
Constitution on July 28, 1868, "All persons born or
naturalized in the United States and subject to the
jurisdiction thereof are citizens of the United
States and the state in which they reside." Through
a law approved July 14, 1870, the naturalization
process was opened to persons of African nativity or
descent (16 Stat. 256).

By the turn of the 20th century, the steadily
increasing number of immigrants entering the United
States each year prompted both procedural and sub-
stantive changes. To relieve the added burden on
clerks of courts, who did most of the work related
to naturalization, Congress passed an act on June
29, 1906 (34 Stat. 596), establishing a Bureau of
Immigration and Naturalization responsible for exam-
ining petitions. Earlier, New York, Massachusetts,
and Pennsylvania had used the police power to ex-
clude criminals, paupers, and some immigrants, but
Congress did not move to regulate immigration until
1882, when it enacted legislation excluding Chinese
laborers and denying citizenship to aliens of that
nationality. In 1900 nativism and economic consid-
erations similarly led to Japanese exclusion through
an agreement in which Japan assented to limit emi-
gration by refusing to issue passports to emigrant
laborers. Affirmed in the "Gentlemen's Agreement"
of 1907 this informal but official understanding
continued Until superseded by the National Origins
Act in 1924 (43 Stat. 153).



Immigration statutes in 1921 and 1924 estab-
lished quotas specifically designed to reduce the
number of immigrants from southern and eastern
Europe. In the 1924 act Congress set annual quotas
for countries outside of the Western Hemisphere
based temporarily on the proportion of descendants
of each nationality resident in the United States in
1890 and later according to a ratio computed from
the 1920 census. The law in effect terminated the
Gentlemen's Agreement by failing to include a quota
for Asian countries and forbidding the entry of
anyone not eligible for citizenship. The Supreme
Court had ruled earlier the Japanese could not be
naturalized under existing law since they were nei-
ther "free white persons" nor persons of African
birth or origin. Restrictions on Asians remained
largely intact until World War II, when an act of
December 17, 1943, repealed the 1882 statute and
added "Chinese persons or persons of Chinese des-
cent" to the classes of persons eligible to be natu-
ralized (57 Stat. 601). An act of July 2, 1946,
added Filipinos and those indigenous to India (60
Stat. 416). Later the broader codification of
immigration laws in the 1952 McCarren-Walter Act (66
Stat. 239) retained the quota system but removed the
ban against Asian and Pacific peoples.

An act of September 22, 1922 (42 Stat. 1021),
had significant effects on the status of women. By
this act a woman could not become a citizen by vir-
tue of her marriage to a citizen, but, if eligible,
might be naturalized by compliance with the natural-
ization laws. No declaration of intention was re-
quired. The act specifically provided that "any
woman citizen who marries an alien ineligible to
citizenship shall cease to be a citizen" (section
3). Further, no woman whose husband was not eligi-
ble to become a citizen was to be naturalized during
the marriage (section 5). An act of March 3, 1931,
repealed section 5 of the 1922 law, and section 3
was amended so that citizenship was not to be lost
by a woman solely through marriage (46 Stat. 1511).

In the early years American Indians were admit-
ted to citizenship through treaty provisions and
under special statutes. Prior to 1924, the most
important law relating to Indian citizenship was the
Allotment Act of February 8, 1887 (24 Stat. 387).
This Statute conferred citizenship on (1) every
Indian born in the United States to whom allotments
were made by this act or any law or treaty and (2)
every Indian born in the United States who had



voluntarily taken up within its limits a residence
that was "separate and apart from any tribe of
Indians" and had "adopted the habits of civilized
life." By the act of August 9, 1888, every Indian
woman who was a member of a tribe of Indians and
married a United States citizen was declared to be a
citizen (25 Stat. 392). The act of June 2, 1924,
provided that all Indians born in the United States
were to be citizens (43 Stat. 253).

The Role of the Court

The Judiciary Act of September 24, 1789 (1 Stat.
73), provided for a system of district and circuit
courts in addition to the Supreme Court of the
United States. The act divided the country into 13
judicial districts and established in each a dis-
trict court with one district judge. The districts
were grouped into three circuits—eastern, middle,
and southern.

The State of New York constituted one of the 13
judicial districts established under the Judiciary
Act of 1789. Part of the Eastern Circuit, the Dis-
trict of New York had its seat in New York City.

An act of April 9, 1814 (3 Stat. 120), divided
the District of New York into a northern and a
southern district with a court in each. By an act
of February 25, 1865 (13 Stat. 438), the Southern
District was further divided, creating the U.S.
District Court for the Eastern District of New York.
This act provided that the counties of Kings,
Queens, Suffolk, and Richmond constituted a separate
judicial district to be known as the Eastern Dis-
trict of New York. What is currently Nassau County
was separated from Queens County effective January
1, 1899, and made a part of the judicial district of
the Eastern District of New York. Within the bound-
aries of the Eastern District of New York resides
one of the largest alien populations in the country,
and the U.S. District Court for this district is one
of the busiest in the nation with respect to the
naturalization of aliens. During the period 1865-
1957 approximately 650,000 aliens petitioned for and
were admitted to United States citizenship before
this Court.

Records Description

The microfilmed records consist of approximately
650,000 3- by 5-inch cards that index bound and



unbound naturalization petitions. The cards are
arranged in three groups covering the periods July
1865-September 1906, October 1906-November 1925, and
November 1925-December 1957. Cards for naturaliza-
tions that occurred in November 1925 are divided
between the second and third groups. The cards
within each group are arranged alphabetically by the
name of the person naturalized.

Index cards in the first group always include
the name of the naturalized individual, the date of
naturalization, and the volume and record number of
the naturalization petition. These cards may also
contain such information as the address, occupation,
birth date or age, former nationality, and port and
date of arrival of the person naturalized, and the
name of the witness to the naturalization.

The cards for the second and third groups show
the name and the petition and certificate numbers of
the person naturalized and generally include the ad-
dress, age, and date of admission to citizenship.

The petitions to which these microfilmed index
cards relate are in the National Archives-Northeast
Region. They have not been microfilmed.

Petitions for the period from July 1865 to
September 1906 are arranged in bound volumes. The
information on each petition varies. Petitions
dated July 1, 1865-July 5, 1895, show: name of city
of residence, former nationality of petitioner, name
of witness, dates of petition, admission to citizen-
ship. Petitions dated from July 5, 1895, through
September 26, 1906, may also contain information on
the petitioner's occupation, date and place of
birth, and port and date of arrival in the United
States; the name, address, and occupation of the
witness; and the signature of the alien.

Petitions filed after September 1906 are un-
bound, arranged numerically by petition number.
They usually show the occupation, place of embarka-
tion, and date and port of arrival of the petition-
er; name of the vessel or other means of conveyance
into the United States; names of the court in which
the alien's declaration of intention was filed and
filing date; marital status; name and place of resi-
dence of each of the applicant's children; date of
the beginning of the alien's continuous United
States residence; length of residence in United



States; names, occupations, and addresses of wit-
nesses and signatures of alien and witnesses.

Military service by aliens led Congress to pass
a law on May 9, 1918 (40 Stat. 542) simplifying the
administrative process for those who wished to be-
come citizens. This act provided immediate natural-
ization for a serviceman on active duty and elimi-
nated the declaration of intention, certificate of
arrival, and the payment of a fee. Indexed in the
second group of cards, October 1906-November 1925,
therefore, are naturalization petitions filed by
alien volunteers who had joined the armed forces of
the United States. The petitions, dated August 12,
1918-September 24, 1920, generally contain the same
information as any other filed after September 1906
as described above.

Related Records

The index reproduced on this microfilm publica-
tion refers only to those aliens who sought natural-
ization in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern
District of New York, located in Kings County, New
York. An alien, however, could become a naturalized
citizen through any court of record, making it pos-
sible for those living in any of the five counties
that made up the eastern district to seek natural-
ization through the city or county courts in the
counties in this district. This index, therefore,
does not contain the names of all individuals natu-
ralized in the counties of Kings, Queens, Richmond,
Suffolk, and Nassau. The clerks of these county
courts will, as a rule, have custody of the natural-
ization records of aliens who became citizens in
their courts.

Joel Buckwald wrote this introduction and ar-
ranged the records for filming by the Genealogical
Society of Utah.



CONTENTS

July 1865 - Sept. 1906

Roll Beginning and Ending Names

1 Aagesen, Axel to Belles, Jacob
2 Belli, John to Buchsbaum, David
3 Buchwald, Ruby to Czyewski, Ferdynand
4 Dabbraccio, Vincenzo to Erzgraber, Gustav
5 Esan, Osias to Fyitelson, Marcus
6 Gaarder, Oscar to Greenberg, Morris
7 Greenberg, Nathan to Hnisdo, Frank
8 Horowitz, Abraham to Kastner, Herman
9 Kaswin, Herri to Lanfer, Lewis
10 Lang, Adam to Lyungberg, Carl
11 Maag, George to Mill, John
12 Millar, George to Orr, Robert
13 Orrico, Govanni to Reiners, Herman
14 Reinwald, Ferdinand to Schack, William
15 Schachnitz, Michael to Seimhsen, Charles
16 Seims, Heirrich to Szyszka, Karl
17 Taaffee, Frank to Weinstein, Wolf
18 Weischedel, Charles to Zygmunt, Lukasz

Oct. 1907 - Nov. 1925

Roll Beginning and Ending Names

19 Aagaard, Hans to Brizza, Giovanni
20 Broadhurst, Joseph to Digiosa, Antonio
21 Digiovacchino, Pasquale to Goldman, Solomon
22 Goldner, Barnett to Kmeth, Alexander
23 Knag, Alf to Mesuer, Theresa
24 Metcalf, Charles to Pfutzner, August
25 Phair, James to Scocca, Pietro
26 Scodiero, Cono to Tzuginn, Dimitri
27 Ubfall, Joseph to Zylla, Roman

Nov. 1925 - Dec. 1957

Roll Beginning and Ending Names

28 Aabel, Per to Alazraki, Solomon
29 Alba, Adele to Anderslund, George
30 Anderson, Abraham to Arquilla, Corradino



Roll Beginning and Ending Names

31 Arra, Antonio to Bakunowich, Katharine
32 Bal, Philippus to Baszuk, Michal
33 Bataeff Olga to Belly, Mike
34 Belman, Joseph to Bernstecker, Rachel
35 Bernsteen, Helen to Bisquert, Rafael
36 Biss, Jetta to Boldys, Joseph
37 Bole, Amalia to Brandstrom, Karl
38 Brandt, Abraham to Brownfeld, Syril
39 Browning, Elvira to Butsikaris, Fedra
40 Butt, Albert to Capozzoli, Vincenzo
41 Capp, Beril to Castle, Maria
42 Castle, Eugene to Chaewsky, Onufry
43 Chafe, Edward to Cidoni, Vincent
44 Ciebrn, Olga to Cohen, Mizzie
45 Cohen, Moe to Cooperman, Zisa
46 Coopersmith, Rose to Culley, Pawson
47 Culligan, Bridget to Danzkar, Nathan
48 Dao, Clementine to DeKulil, John
49 DeLacchi, Andrea to Devescovi, Tessie
50 CeVico, Antonio to Drazul, Mira
51 DiPino, Albert to Drazul, Mira
52 Dreazen, Besse to Edwards, Cyril
53 Edwards, Davidson to England, Thomas
54 Ennas, Vincenzo to Fappiano, Luigi
55 Farace, Antonino to Fenrow, Irving
56 Fenske, Helen, to Fischelow, Nachum
57 Fischer, Abe to Forcino, Pasquale
58 Ford, Adele to Frezzi, Frank
59 Fria, Pietro to Gaftka, Rose
60 Gaganas, Photinie to Gautreau, Joseph
61 Gavaghan, Cecilia to Gianino, Salvatore
62 Gianios, Christ to Glemser, Bernard
63 Glen, Hilary to Goldspiel, Yetta
64 Goldstein, Aaron to Goumberis, Nicolaos
65 Goun, Bertha to Grefstad, Hans
66 Greg, Maria to Gtodek, Joseph
67 Guaccero, Domenico to Haimson, Yona
68 Hain, Charles to narrower, Williamina
69 Harry, Emily to Hemway, Anna
70 Hanaghan, Mary to Hirtz, Maria
71 Hische, George to Horowitz, Moses
72 Horowitz, Nachman to Infuso, Rosalia
73 Ing, William to Jankus, William
74 Jann, Gustav to Jorgias, Gust



Roll Beginning and Ending Names

75 Joris, Robert to Kaouris, Helen
76 Kapkas, Efthimios to Kaufholz, Jeanne
77 Kaufman, Aaron to Kesner, Rubin
78 Kess, Bessie to Kleinlerer, Mordko
79 Kleinman, Abraham to Koppekin, Ray
80 Koppel, Adolf to Krejci, Lawrence
81 Krelenstein, Morris to Kutnicki, Petro
82 Kutno, Abraham to LaPlante, Mary
83 LaPo, Eva to Ledzinsky, Joseph
84 Lee, Albert to Leventub, Sara
85 Lever, Anna to Lieberman, Julius
86 Lieberman, Lena to LoCurto, Vincenzo
87 Loda, Francesco to Lozzi, Gasper
88 Lu, Jonathan to Maeylmann, Frida
89 Mafara, Gaspare to Mangiaracino, Rosario
90 Mangiardi, Giuseppe to Markvad, Julie
91 Marlane, Louis to Matsuno, Madelen
92 Matt, Anton to McField, Norman
93 McGaffin, Hugh to Melluzzo, Sabastiano
94 Melman, Bella to Micucci, Vincenzo
95 Midas, Hans to Minty, Violet
96 Mintz, Abe to Moquist, Olof
97 Mor, Joe to Mukasey, Ruth
98 Mula, Alfonso to Nardi, Ugo
99 Nardiello, Anacleto to Niekrewicz, Boleslaw
100 Nielsen, Aagelehm, Nystrom, Vaino
101 Oad, Michael to Olzer, Guido
102 Omage, John to Pakutkaite, Marija
103 Pal, Adalbert to Parizot, Yvonne
104 Park, Agnes to Pendzich, Bogumil
105 Pene, Noelie to Pezzuto, Amado
106 Pfab, Joseph to Pisynsk, Marie
107 Pita, Anthony to Porzuczek, Weronika
108 Pos, Julius to Purdie, Catherine
109 Pure, Alicia to Rapa, Joseph
110 Rapp, Adolf to Reisz, Max
111 Reiter, Irene to Riszeles, Sara
112 Ritacco, Ellen to Romano, Isabella
113 Romano, James to Rosenthal, Gussie
114 Rosenthal, Hans to Rubin, Ruth
115 Rubin, Sadie to Sabulis, Joseph
116 Sacaridiz, Jose to Sardezer, Rose
117 Sanfelder, Shirley to Scanlon, Thomas
118 Scannagatti, Carmela to Sclager, Samson

10



Beginning and Ending Names

119 Schlageter, Marie to Schreiber, Rudolf
120 Schreiber, Salamon to Sciavlino, Elena
121 Scibelli, Anna to Setlow, Sarah
122 Seto, Fai to Shopsin, Nettie
123 Shor, Bella to Simlik, Therese
124 Simm, Anna to Smevik, Lief
125 Smialowski, Stanley to Sorrento, Gaetano
126 Sorrese, Michelina to Stakonas, Lena
127 Stal, Lew to Stern, Gussie
128 Stern, Hanna to Struckmeyer
129 Strudler, Abraham to Szypula, Veronica
130 Taaffe, Alice to Terlato, Victoria
131 Terlecki, Richard to Tomas, Susana
132 Tomasaitis, Vincent to Tsunis, Tasia
133 Tu, Kwei to VanCuyk, Willem
134 VanBakergem, Annie to Viscount, Charles
135 Viscovich, Jack to Waldemarson, Hjalmar
136 Walden, Anne to Weirshauser, Sophie
137 Weig, Ernest to Weissman, Louis
138 Weissman, Marcus to Wilkerson, Adele
139 Wilkes, Abe to Waller, Olga
140 Wallerman, Elsie to Zajac, Wojciech
141 Zajaczkowski, Feliks to Zimulis, Valdis
142 Zinaida, Myskiw to Zywotko, Theodore
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